To all Advanced Placement student applicants 
for Art & Design courses, school year 2022-23:

To help you be more successful with AP next year, I have made a small change in the Summer Work requirement: 
The Change: You are expected to create 3 works of art over the summer. This year, I would like for them to be on a common theme that you are thinking of pursuing for the course. I’m sure you are already thinking about possible themes for your Sustained Investigation. That is the portfolio of 15 pieces related by a common theme. I’m simply asking that the 3 pieces you create over the summer, be about the theme you expect to explore.

Why the Change: I want to create a mini–Testing Day experience in the fall, to give you insight into the final portfolio that you must turn in to the College Board for your final portfolio. This will help prepare you for the thoughtful writing that is required about your work. 
What To Do Now: Think about the focus that you intend to investigate next year. Brainstorm 3 works that will fit with that theme. Keep a sketchbook of ideas to document your thought processes throughout the year.  You can change your theme later, but we need a starting point. Work on a theme and discuss it with me soon. Create three works that fit in that theme over the summer. 

In the Fall:  We will have a group critique of your Summer Work during the first week of school. Do not be afraid of critique. It is a process that artists use to help improve their art. Diving into critique early will help you get over the fear and help all of us to think of alternative views about our work. This first critique will only be about the visual appearance of the pieces. 
Following the group critique, your first assignment will be to explain the 3 artworks in writing. Attached are samples so you can see what is required for AP Testing Day.  Each work submitted to AP must be described in terms of dimensions, materials, and processes. Each work of art should demonstrate a synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas. That means there should be a relationship between the idea you are trying to express and the material and processes you’ve chosen to use on that work of art.

You will then write 2 statements connecting the 3 works into one unified portfolio. The 2 statements will explain; 1, what your idea/inquiry/theme was and 2, how your process evolved, giving evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision. AP wants to know what struggles you had, how you persevered, and how you adapted your processes or ideas.
Please look at the examples following this and talk to me if you have questions. For now, simply begin thinking up a theme, or as AP calls it, an inquiry, the Sustained Investigation. With that theme in mind, begin to brainstorm, sketching ideas for artwork related to that theme. Just be aware that next fall, you will be required to write about each piece as I’ve described above, and as you will see in the samples on the next two pages.

Mr. Gallick

The following examples are actual statements from student portfolios:
Student A
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Student B 
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To summarize:   Think of a theme
                              Brainstorm ideas and keep a sketchbook to document
                              Create 3 works of art over the summer
                              Write about the idea and the process in the fall
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Image 15

Sustained Invest

Height: 38 inch

Width: 28 inches

Material(s): black char
water
stretched canvas

Process(es): Wet charcoal to
suggest idea of a clouded window.
‘Someone not being able to look into
themselves.





image8.png
Written Evidence

Sustained Investigation

1. Identify the question(s) or inquiry that
guided your sustained investigation.

2. Describe how your sustained
investigation shows evidence of practice,
experimentation, and revision guided by
your question(s) o inquiry.

Response 1:

I started out with what happens when one re-enters society? This question
sprouted from my time at home in 2020. Quarantining for months, isolated
from most of the world affected what I view as normal. While finding this
new normal, | found myself experiencing new emotions and situations, some
of which | wanted to capture through art. As | explored my emotions, | began
1o focus in on confusion, anxiety, and Derealization. Eventually, my art tured
into a commentary on feelings brought on through solation and
Derealization by using abstract imagery of impactful moments.

Response 2:

1st, 1 only worked with acrylic paint. To communicate my feelings, I had to
use shapes that were more chaotic as opposed to organized 5.7,14.
Overtime I noticed lots of pieces were similar because | was feeling the
same emotions daily because of covid. To add diversity, | decided to use
charcoal on wet canvas. This helped me expand upon what | wanted to
communicate. | then started experimenting with other mediums such as oil
paint 11 and ink 12, and even tried painting with things other than brushes to
add emotion, such as tissues 2, 3, 6. Diversifying my medium helped me
improve as an artist.
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Sustained Investigation
Height: 20 inches
Width: 16 inches

Material(s): ammonia
cloth

acrylic paint

gauze

silk screen

Process(es): Burned cloth and
silkscreen printed gauze represents
trying to fix our wounds in life.
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Image 10

Sustained Investigation
Height: 30 inches

Width: 32 inches

acrylic paint

colored chalk

spray bottle with ammonia

Process(es): Dark background with
splattered bright colors showing

better times over the tragedy of the
past
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Image 13

Sustained Investigation
Height: 20 inches
Width: 16 inches

Material(s): ammonia
cloth

acrylic paint

gauze

silk screen

Process(es): Gauze and burlap not
in original form, drips present
represent not being perfect but a
part of ife.
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Written Evidence

Sustained Investigation

1. Identify the question(s) or inquiry that
guided your sustained investigation.

2. Describe how your sustained
investigation shows evidence of practice,
experimentation, and revision guided by
your question(s) o inquiry.

Response 1:

Originally, | wanted to explore tragic events. | realized that all these events.
involved death, so | wanted to explore death (1,2). I then came to realize that
life is random and that you never know when or how events are going to
occur, therefore | wanted to experiment with the randomness and
unpredictability that revolves around life and death (3-15).

Response 2:

‘The real turning point started with piece 2, I realized through my random
strokes that life is random. Starting with piece 15, I had the intentions of
making purposeful pieces of random things in life (3-14). And in doing them
randomly I started experimenting with untraditional art techniques (3-15).
‘The process of revision allowed me to experiment with the representation
and balance of life and death. It widened my exploration of my chosen
theme.
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Sustained Investigation

Height: 20 inches
Width: 16 inches

Material(s): acrylic paint
canvas

Process(es): Smeared paint. Added
depth to represent how obstacles
are perceived through the lenses of
anxiety.
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Image 8

Sustained Investigation
Height: 36 inches
Width: 36 inches

Material(s): acrylic paint
wooden board
2x2 inch canvases

Process(es): Peaceful landscapes
floating in a void shows how
negative feelings can dominate
happy moments.




