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December 14, 2020 
 
Dear Families:  
 
On behalf of the faculty and staff, we wish everyone in our wonderful community a sacred 
and safe Christmas. I’m sure like most of you, we are joyously waiting to usher out 2020. 
We are praying daily for those affected by COVID-19, those whose lives have been turned 
upside down because of the economy, and for all the young people who are longing for 
the day they come to school with all their friends and classmates. I know you will keep the 
faith that better days are indeed coming. Below is an excerpt I want to share with you as 
we continue into this holiday season. 
 
From: The Little Blue Book 
 Advent and Christmas Seasons 
 2020–2021 
 

The Jewish people knew that the Messiah would have a herald preceding him. They 
knew this ever since the prophet Isaiah had written about a voice, calling in the 
desert, “Make straight the way of the Lord.” 
 
So they asked John, “Are you Elijah?” who was taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire 
drawn by horses of fire. Perhaps Elijah would return in a whirlwind fashion and 
trumpet the coming of the Lord.  
 
John was not Elijah. So they asked, “Are you the Prophet?” Perhaps the herald 
would be a great prophet, like Moses, who would thunder from the mountain tops 
the news of the Messiah’s arrival. 
 
The people were looking for something spectacular, something apart from the 
ordinary, with an unmistakable divine stamp…and they looked in vain. From here 
was a simple man, performing purification rites with water, preaching a doctrine of 
repentance that was hardly revolutionary. 
 
I wonder, if in looking for God in my life, I don’t make the same mistake—expecting 
the will of God, or the work of God to be something apart from the ordinary, 
something clearly stamped with the divine seal. I look in vain if I am looking only for 
the extraordinary. God’s work is seldom something apart from the work of my daily 
life. 
 
God most often works through the ordinary…always has…always will. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Someone who is not ordinary but rather extraordinary and whom we can lean on and pray 
to is our Blessed Mother. Let us continue to pray to Mary, the Immaculate Conception, for 
protection and guidance. The Blessed Mother is the patron saint of our great country and 
our devotion to this special patroness will help our nation move forward.  
 
Hail, Holy Queen… 
 
Below are some notes of interest for the upcoming new year: 
 

1. Classes will resume on Monday, January 4, 2021. 
2. The end of the 2nd quarter and 1st semester is Friday, January 15. This is a full two 

weeks from the time we resume…please emphasize to your son/daughter the need 
to preserve or remedy their grades. 

3. Upon returning we will be in our Blended Format: (January 4/Red, January 5/Red, 
January 6/Blue, January 7/Red, January 8/Blue) 

4. Parents would you please, over Christmas break, review the length of skirts, the 
length of hair, and the overall condition of the school uniforms? Use this time to 
make adjustments or purchases, so we can usher in the new year looking refreshed. 

5. FACTS Financial Aid opens January 1st for the 2021-2022 school year. Just one 
application allows you to apply for both Diocesan and Bishop Hartley Assistance. Go 
here to apply: https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3G34N 

6. All Freshmen and Sophomores will be receiving a new device (Lenovo E 100) in 
January. In the process, we will be collecting all the old devices and chargers. There 
will be no fees for any old devices. We will also send home updated student 
technology policies. 

7. Starting December 18th – January 3rd parents are asked to report student positive 
cases or exposures to Regina Hinterschied our school nurse via email at 
rhintershied4163@columbus.k12.oh.us. If your student participates in school athletics 
you should copy Mike Rahe at mrahe@cdeducation.org on the email. Mrs. 
Hinterschied and/or Mr. Rahe will respond within 24 hours to offer guidance and 
assist you in determining clearance for return to school. 

8. Be sure to stay informed by following our social media channels.  
https://twitter.com/BishopHartley 
https://www.facebook.com/BishopHartley 
https://www.instagram.com/bishophartleyhighschool/ 

 
  



 
 
 

 
 

Everyone here at Bishop Hartley High School is sending all our love to your family this 
Christmas. We know this past year has been full of challenges, and we pray the coming 
year brings more certain times for your family. Sending all our love and good wishes for 
better days ahead. May your Advent Season sparkle with moments of love, laughter, and 
goodwill. 
 
Merry Christmas, 

 
Michael R. Winters 
Principal 
 


